SKYWARN
The Pine Valley Repeater Amateur Radio Club, in cooperation with the Richland County ARES, is committed to providing accurate weather spotting information to the National Weather Service.  

Our repeater is noted in the National Weather Forecast Office in La Crosse for this area and region for Skywarn activity.

During any severe weather event, if you have severe weather to report, feel free to check into our net to pass your traffic. 

We encourage all participants to have proper Spotter Training.

** Here is a list of Severe Events to be reported in order of importance: 

1. Tornado – or – waterspout

2. Funnel clouds

3. Wall clouds (indicate if rotating)

4. Heavy damage

               … Parked vehicles blown over / rolled over

               … Windows blown in by force of wind … not debris

               … Well-built pole buildings or barns completely flattened or roofs damaged
               … Groves of trees flattened … not just a couple of trees, but dozens

5. High winds (50 mph or higher … indicate if measured or estimated)

6. Large hail (1/2 inch or greater … indicate if measured or estimated)

7. Flooding / flash flooding

   … Major structural damage / evacuations

   … River banks broken … out of bank

   … Roads, bridges, or railroads washed out

** Non-Severe Events to be reported by voice, email, cell phone etc. dependent on the needs of the meteorologists.  Local Nets who collect many reports of similar events should contact La Crosse weather for instructions: 
8. Small hail (less than ½ inch … indicate if measured or estimated)

9. Minor damage 

                … Buildings (number, size, and extent)

                … Trees (health of tree, size, number of limbs)

2.


   … Roads (type of road, extent of damage)

               … Power lines (due directly to weather conditions) 

10. Minor, inconvenient urban / small stream flooding

         … Non-life threatening / non-damaging water over curb

         … Some water out of banks

         … Some water on roads

11. Visibility – less than ½ mile (indicate if due to precipitation or blowing dirt)

12. Rainfall amounts equal to or exceeding the rate of 1” per hour over at least 15

           minutes (i.e., a rate greater than ¼” per 15 minutes 

12. Straight line winds 40-49 mph … indicate if measured or estimated

